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Fourteen-year-old Cynthia Bigge woke one morning to discover that her entire familyâ€“mother,

father,brotherâ€“had vanished.Â No note, no trace, no return. Ever.Â  Now, twenty-five years later,

sheâ€™ll learn the devastating truth.Â Sometimes itâ€™s better not to know. . . .Cynthia is happily

married with a young daughter, a new family. But the story of her old family isnâ€™t over. A strange

car in the neighborhood, untraceable phone calls, ominous â€œgiftsâ€•â€“someone has returned to

her hometown to finish what was started twenty-five years ago. And no oneâ€™s innocence is

guaranteed, not even her own. By the time Cynthia discovers her killerâ€™s shocking identity, it will

again be too late . . . even for goodbye.
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Those familiar with Linwood Barclay's previous novels, take note: NO TIME FOR GOODBYE is

quite a different work for him. There is not a trace of good old Zack Walker here, though protagonist

Terry Archer, a high school English teacher, could be decent buds with him should their paths ever

cross. While the Walker books --- BAD MOVE, BAD GUYS, LONE WOLF and STONE RAIN ---

were suburban caper novels, occasionally bordering on the comedic, NO TIME FOR GOODBYE is

the stuff of nightmarish mystery.Terry Archer is married to Cynthia Bigge, a woman with a past.

Cynthia was a semi-rebellious 14-year-old when her family vanished overnight from their suburban

Connecticut home. She had it better than most would have in such circumstances, being taken in

and raised by a loving aunt and later meeting and marrying Terry, a supporting husband who truly

loves her even as he is occasionally plagued by her understandable overprotectiveness of their



daughter and his fleeting self-doubt over Cynthia's story.Things come to a head, however, when a

television news magazine does a feature on the mysterious, long-ago disappearance of Cynthia's

family. Cynthia suddenly feels as if she is being followed; she sees a man at a shopping mall who,

she is certain, is a grownup version of her missing brother; and her father's trademark fedora is

found resting on their kitchen table. Terry is not completely sure that his wife isn't perhaps making

some of it up, as a secondary symptom of some serious emotional problems. His love for her is

such, however, that he gives her the benefit of the doubt.
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